Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act
Illinois laws related to the LEGAL purchase and possession of cannabis

Effective January 1st 2020 any adult 21 years of age or older
will be allowed to legally purchase and possess cannabis
from a licensed dispensary* in the State of Illinois.
 "Adult Use Dispensing Organization License" means a license issued by the Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation that permits a person to act as a dispensing.


Notwithstanding any other provision of law, and except as otherwise provided in this Act, the following acts are not a
violation of this Act and shall not be a criminal or civil offense under State law or the ordinances of any unit of local
government of this State or be a basis for seizure or forfeiture of assets under State law for persons other than
natural individuals under 21 years of age:

(1) Possession, consumption, use, purchase, obtaining, or transporting an amount of cannabis for personal
use that does not exceed the possession limit under Section 10-10 or otherwise in accordance with the
requirements of this Act;
(2) Cultivation of cannabis for personal use in accordance with the requirements of this Act*; and

(3) Controlling property if actions that are authorized by this Act occur on the property in accordance with
this Act.

A person who is under 21 years of age may not present or offer
to a cannabis business establishment or the cannabis business
establishment's principal or employee any written or oral
evidence of age that is false, fraudulent, or not actually the
person's own, for the purpose of:


Purchasing, attempting to purchase, or otherwise

 Obtaining or attempting to obtain cannabis or any cannabis product; or
 Gaining access to a cannabis business establishment.
 A violation of this Section is a Class A misdemeanor consistent with Section 6-20 of the Liquor
Control Act of 1934.

The Secretary of State may suspend or revoke the driving privileges of any person for a violation
of this Section

Cultivation of cannabis for personal use
Cultivating cannabis for personal use is subject to the following limitations:
 An Illinois resident 21 years of age or older who is a registered qualifying patient under the Compassionate Use of
Medical Cannabis Pilot Program Act may cultivate cannabis plants, with a limit of 5 plants that are more than 5 inches
tall, per household without a cultivation center or craft grower license. In this Section, "resident“ means a person who has
been domiciled in the State of Illinois for a period of 30 days before cultivation.
 Cannabis cultivation must take place in an enclosed, locked space.

 Adult registered qualifying patients may purchase cannabis seeds from a dispensary for the purpose of home cultivation.
Seeds may not be given or sold to any other person.
 Cannabis plants shall not be stored or placed in a location where they are subject to ordinary public view, as defined in this
Act. A registered qualifying patient who cultivates cannabis under this Section shall take reasonable precautions to ensure
the plants are secure from unauthorized access, including unauthorized access by a person under 21 years of age.
 Cannabis cultivation may occur only on residential property lawfully in possession of the cultivator or with the consent of
the person in lawful possession of the property. An owner or lessor of residential property may prohibit the cultivation of
cannabis by a lessee.

Where can a person smoke legally?
It will be legal to smoke in one’s own home and on-site in some cannabis-related businesses.
Use is prohibited in:






Any public place, such as streets or parks
In any motor vehicle
On school grounds, with the exception of medical users
Near someone under the age of 21
Near an on-duty school bus driver, police officer, firefighter or corrections officer

Illinois colleges and universities will also be allowed to ban marijuana use.

A business or property owners rights
SMOKE FREE ILLINOIS ACT
The Act applies the restrictions of the Smoke Free Illinois Act on smoking
cannabis, and provides that property owners may prohibit the use of cannabis
by any guest, lessee, customer or visitor. In addition, lessors may prohibit
cultivation of cannabis by their lessees.

Possession Limits for Illinois residents
 30 grams of cannabis flower*;
 5 grams of cannabis concentrate*; and
 No more than 500 milligrams of THC contained in a cannabis-infused product*; and
 Registered patients in the medical cannabis pilot program may possess more than
30 grams of cannabis if it is grown and secured in their residence under certain conditions.

Possession limit for non-Illinois residents:
 15 grams of cannabis flower;
 2.5 grams of cannabis concentrate; and
 No more than 250 milligrams of THC contained in a cannabis-infused product.

Cannabis Tourism

Types of cannabis defined
"Cannabis flower" means marijuana, hashish, and other substances that
are identified as including any parts of the plant Cannabis sativa and
including derivatives or subspecies, such as indica, of all strains of cannabis;
including raw kief, leaves, and buds, but not resin that has been extracted
from any part of such plant; nor any compound, manufacture, salt,
derivative, mixture, or preparation of such plant, its

Types of cannabis defined
A cannabis concentrate (also called hash, marijuana
concentrate, extract, shatter, wax, butane hash oil or butane
honey oil (BHO), live resin, budder, and taffy[1][2]) is a highly
potent tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) concentrated mass that is
most similar in appearance to either honey or butter, which is
why it is referred to or known as "honey oil" or "budder".
Marijuana concentrates contain extraordinarily high THC levels
that could once range from 40 to 80%, up to four times
stronger in THC content than high grade or top shelf marijuana,
which normally measures around 20% THC levels.

No more than 5 grams

Types of cannabis defined
"Cannabis-infused product" means a beverage, food, oil,
ointment, tincture, topical formulation, or another product
containing cannabis that is not intended to be smoked.
No more than 500 milligrams

Packaging requirements
 The label of each cannabis product shall contain, among other things, a “use
by” date on the label, the quantity of cannabis contained in the product, and a
content list.
 All cannabis products must contain warning statements established for
consumers, of a size to be legible and readily visible to a consumer inspecting a
package, which may not be covered or obscured in any way.


Packaging must not contain information that:
 Depicts a person under 21 years of age consuming cannabis;
 Includes the image of a cannabis leaf;
 Includes any image designed or likely to appeal to minors, including
cartoons, toys, animals, or children, or any other likeness to images,
characters, or phrases that are popularly used to advertise to children,
or
any packaging or labeling that bears resemblance to any product
available for consumption as a commercially available candy, or that
promotes consumption of cannabis;
 Contains any seal, flag, crest, coat of arms, or other insignia likely to
mislead the consumer to believe that the product has been endorsed,
made or used by the State of Illinois.

Packaging requirements
The following warnings shall apply to all cannabis products: “This product
contains cannabis and is intended for use by adults 21 and over. Its use can
impair cognition and may be habit forming. This product should not be used by
pregnant or breastfeeding women. It is unlawful to sell or provide this item to
any individual, and it may not be transported outside the state of Illinois. It is
illegal to operate a motor vehicle while under the influence of cannabis.
Possession or use of this product may carry significant legal penalties in some
jurisdictions and under federal law.”


All harvested cannabis intended for distribution to a cannabis enterprise must be
packaged in a sealed, labeled container.



Packaging of any product containing cannabis shall be child-resistant and light resistant consistent with
current standards, including the Consumer Product
Safety Commission standards referenced by the Poison Prevention Act.

Transportation of Cannabis
 It is illegal to transport cannabis in vehicle unless it is in a secured,
sealed and tamper-evident container that is reasonably inaccessible
while the vehicle is moving. The vehicle must also be private and
not open to the public. Under no circumstance is it legal for a driver
or passenger to consume recreational or medical cannabis inside of
a vehicle.
 "Cannabis container" means a sealed, traceable,
container, or package used for the purpose of containment of cannabis
or cannabis-infused product during transportation.

Expunging criminal records
 The governor’s clemency process will be used for convictions of up to 30 grams.
These expungements will be automatic.

 For amounts of 30-500 grams, the clemency process also applies, however the
individual must petition the court to vacate the conviction.
 In all, around 770,000 cannabis-related records will be eligible for expungement.

The transition timeline
 October 15, 2019, applications for up to 75 dispensaries will be made available. These new businesses will serve in
addition to medical dispensaries that get approval to serve adult consumers during the transition.
 January 1, 2020, sales begin. Existing medical cannabis cultivators and dispensaries will cultivate and provide to adult
consumers until additional licensees can apply and get approved. New dispensary license applications will be accepted by
this date.
 January 7, 2020, applications for infusers, transporters, and a new category of cultivator called a craft grower will be
published for business applicants.
 March 15, 2020, the state will begin receiving and processing new license applications.
 May 1, 2020, new dispensaries licenses will be issued.

 July 1, 2020, up to 40 craft grower and infuser licenses will be issued, along with an unlimited number of transporter
licenses.

