
Buying the Right
Bike for You

Types of Bicycles

Ask yourself what kind of riding you will be doing, decide

which bicycle type will best fit the way you want to ride.tip 1

Wide and knobby tires, low gears for climbing. Forward
riding position. Good for off-road riding, rough terrain
and short-distance riding in the city.

Wide and smooth tires, few gears. Upright riding posi-
tion. Best for short distances and leisurely riding on 
neighborhood streets and paths.

Comfort Hybrid or Cruiser

Mountain

Narrow and smooth tires, multi-geared. This cross between
road and mountain bike has a variety of riding positions,
depending on the bike. Good for city riding, commuting and
some light off-street riding.

Hybrid

Thin and semi-slick tires, geared or single speed. For-
ward riding position with drop bars. Good for city riding, 
commuting, long-distance riding and racing.

Road

Buying a bicycle is a great investment in your health, environment, and happi-
ness. This guide will help you find the best bike to fit your needs, whether you
plan to cruise the neighborhood streets and trails in the parks, ride off-road
or commute to work.

There are lots of places to buy bicycles, each has its pros and cons.

Knowledgeable staff and 
mechanics can help you decide which
bike is right for you
Bicycles usually include a 
warranty and service plan
Bicycles are assembled by 
qualified mechanics
More expensive

For a list of Chicago bike stores go to

www.ChicagoBikeShops.info

Bicycle Shops:
New bicycles at lower prices
Lower quality bicycles
than bike shops
Bicycles are not often
assembled by qualified
bicycle mechanics.
No in-store bike mechanics to
provide service after purchase

Department Stores:

Used bicycles, low prices
Limited variety
All bicycles should be checked by 
a certified mechanic shortly after
purchase
No guarantee on parts or repairs

Yard Sale/Thrift Store:

Wide variety of used bicycles
Competitive prices
Difficult to test ride bike for proper
fit
No guarantee on parts or repairs

On-Line: (Craigslist.org, E-Bay, etc.)

Used bicycles, low prices
Volunteer mechanics ensure bike is 
ready to ride out of the store
All bicycles should be checked by 
a qualified mechanic shortly after
purchase
Bicycles are salvaged, there is limited
guarantee on parts and repairs

For more information visit

www.WorkingBikes.org

Working Bikes Cooperative:

Where to look
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Visit www.chicagobikes.org, www.dot.state.il.us/bikemap/bikehome.html  
or www.activetrans.org for more information.
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