ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
Tuesday, November 6, 2018
7:00pm
City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor North Tower
150 Dexter Court, Elgin, IL 60120
AGENDA

A. Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call
B. Approval of Minutes
1. October 2, 2018

C. Recognize Persons Present
D. Plaque Applications
1. 607 Douglas Avenue
2. 278 Douglas Avenue – Sukkah Nomination amendment to previous nomination

E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
2. 2018 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey
(a) No Update
b. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
(a) No Update
3. December Plaque Awards –
a. Tuesday, December 4, 2018; Elgin History Museum
b. Topics for Speakers
a. 278 Douglas Avenue: It’s Unique History, Restoration and Surprising Re-discovery
– Scott Savel, Rebecca Hunter, Richard Renner
c. Pot Luck: Dish to Pass
d. Plaques to be Awarded
a. Four (possibly five) Heritage Commission Plaques
b. Three replacement plaques
F. New Business
1. 2019 Annual Schedules - Approval
2. Elgin Heritage Commission Budget
a. Mayor’s Awards Space – Rental/Donation Amount
G. Other Business

H. Adjournment
THE CITY OF ELGIN IS SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990.
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AND WHO REQUIRED CERTAIN
ACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO ALLOW THEM TO OBSERVE AND/OR PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, OR WHO
HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ACCESSIBILITY OF THE MEETING OR THE FACILITIES, ARE REQUESTED TO
CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, ADA COORDINATOR AT (847) 931-5620 {TDD (847) 931-5616}
PROMPTLY TO ALLOW THE CITY OF ELGIN TO MAKE REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THOSE PERSONS.

City of Elgin
Elgin Heritage Commission
October 2, 2018
Proposed Minutes
A. The meeting of the Elgin Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers by Chairman John Wiedmeyer.
1. Members Present:

Brian Anderson, John Marston, Judith Van Dusen, Tom Krebsbach,
Scott Savel, George Rowe, Steve Thoren and John Wiedmeyer

2. Members Absent:

None

3. City Staff Present:

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner

B. Approval of Minutes:
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to approve the September 4, 2018
minutes with the following amendments: F-2-B “show casing” to “exhibit.” The motion
was seconded by Commissioner Rowe.
The motion passed 6-0-2 (Thoren and Wiedmeyer abstained).
C. Recognize Persons Present: Rebecca Hunter
D. Plaque applications:
1. 278 Douglas Avenue – The plaque nomination received the following average scores:
Historic Significance 8.57; Architectural Significance: 8.29; Current Maintenance: 8.43.
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to approve awarding the plaque for the
property with the inscription that would read A. (Amelia) Hoagland, 1872.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Thoren.
The motion passed 7-0-1 (Savel abstained).
A motion was made by Commissioner Thoren to approve awarding an additional plaque
for 278 Douglas Avenue that acknowledges the c. 1920 Sukkah. The plaque would be
installed beneath the Heritage Plaque.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Anderson.
The motion passed 7-0-1 (Savel abstained).
E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
a. Commissioner Marston stated that Commissioner Rowe did a wonderful job
speaking at the plaque ceremony at Bluff City Cemetery that Hanover Park held on
September 22nd.
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b. Commissioner Rowe thanked Chairman Wiedmeyer for setting up chairs for the Elgin
History Museum’s Cemetery Walk that was held on September 23rd.
c. Commissioner Marston also thanked the Commissioners for their participation of
Gifford Park Association’s Annual Housewalk.
d. Commissioner Thoren stated that there was a nice ceremony/ribbon cutting of the
225-227 E. Chicago Street for the completion of the rehabilitation of the historic
Carswell’s building.
2. 2018 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey
Staff stated that this project will return for discussion until the summer of 2019.
b. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
(a) Staff gave a quick update regarding the corrections and additions that are
being made by the Design Review Subcommittee of the Historic District and
Landmark Design Guidelines. Once the Design Review Subcommittee has
made their changes, it will go before the Heritage Commission for review.
3. December Plaque Awards – Tuesday, December 4, 2018
a. 278 Douglas Avenue will be the topic for the guest lecturers with Rebecca Hunter to
speak on the property’s history, Scott Savel to speak about the building’s restoration
and Richard Renner to speak on the re-discovery of the Sukkah and the Jewish ties
to Elgin. The presenters will have 10 minutes each to talk.
F. New Business
1. Historic Elgin
a. Staff gave the Commissioners an updated list of properties that need updated
photographs on the website. Commissioners Thoren, Rowe, Krebsbach and
VanDusen volunteered their time to take the remaining photographs.
G. Other Business
None.
H. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Krebsbach and passed unanimously. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner
Community Development Department
Approved:

same person

Heritage Building Plaque Application

Name: Grant Born
Building Address: 278 Douglas Rear Elgin IL 60120
Building Name (for public/commercial structures only):
Current Owners: Grant Born
Street: 25810 Cresthill Dr
Daytime Phone: 847 791-7087
State: IL
Zip: 60010
City: Barrington
Email Address: grantborn@att.net
If different than above:
Applicant’s Name
Daytime Phone:
Address:
City:
State:
Zip:
Email:
Address:
Original Owner: Harris Goldman
Date of Construction: c.1920
Architect (if known)
Builder (if known)

Please attach the following information:
1. Statement of Value: This statement should include a narrative description of the historical
and architectural value of the building.
2. Photocopies of relevant research materials including but not limited to, Sanborn Maps,
City Directories and original property deeds. See page 3 of the program guidelines for
research locations.
3. Building Alterations: List any alterations to the exterior of the building. Attach copies of
all building permit applications.
4. Photographs: Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible.
Additional photographs depicting close-up details of decorative features are helpful.
Stipulations
If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee will be refunded.
This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as a part of
the permanent record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the information
submitted in the application. This does not prohibit others from using the information.
When awarded, the plaque will remain with the building and should not be altered or
removed from the building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if or when the
situation warrants it.
In addition to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information provided
is, to the best of his/her knowledge, accurate.
Owner’s Signature _____________________________________ Date ____________

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
Harris Goldman, his wife Anna and six of their children emigrated to the United States
c.1893 from eastern Europe. In 1912, Goldman purchased 278 Douglas for $7500. For
information on previous and subsequent owners, please see the plaque application for
the 1872 Italianate Style house at 278 Douglas.
Harris Goldman, according to census data, was born in either Russia, Poland or
Lithuania. His parents are listed as Russian in the 1910 census. Harris was a naturalized
United States citizen. He is first listed in Elgin in the 1894 City Directory as a junk
dealer, living at 23 Brook. His home and business premises were located in the area now
occupied by City Hall. Today, we would probably describe his company as a salvage or
recycling operation.
In 1881, Harris married Anna Muriel Figlarsh, born December of 1855 in Warsaw,
Poland. According to the 1900 census, Harris and Anna lived at 107 Dexter with their
children David age 20, Peter age 18, Moses age 15, Max age 11, Louis age 10, Sarah age 5
and Jacob age 4. Daughter Adelaide was born seven years later, and son Joseph two
years after that.
Anna died March 1, 1934, and is buried in the Jewish Cemetery in Forest Park, Illinois.
After Anna’s death, Harris married Etta.
In addition to his junk business, Harris owned a number of properties in the
neighborhood. Descendants recall that he rented these to recent immigrants. In 1919,
the property at 282 Douglas, still owned by members of the Hoagland family who built
278 Douglas, went into foreclosure, and was sold at auction. Harris Goldman submitted
the winning bid and bought the house for $3000. In 1922 Goldman demolished it and
with a mortgage built the existing apartment now numbered 280-28 Douglas.
Harris Goldman died at the age of 90 of influenza. At the time of his death in 1939,
Goldman owned the following properties in addition to 278 Douglas:
251-53, 259, 261, and 280 Douglas
154-60, 259-61 and 265 Kimball
231, 233, 235, and 241 Center
Half a block of business property bounded by Douglas, Dexter and Brook - 113-23
Douglas (Triangle Garage), 107-123 Dexter, and 121, 147 and 162 Brook.
Harris was survived by nine children, David of Rockford, Moe and Louis (b.1891) of
Kenosha WI, Phillip, Sam (b.1901) and Max (b.1889) of Elgin, Mrs. Sarah Cohen
(b.1894) and Miss Adelaide Goldman (b.1907) of Chicago, and Joseph (b.1909) of
Batavia.
After Harris’ death, his properties were divided among his heirs. Phillip and Bessie
Goldman lived at 265 Kimball, Max lived at 302 Douglas. Sam operated Goldman
Liquor at 121 Brook.
The next occupant of 278 Douglas was Harris’ daughter, Sarah, although the title was
held in the name of Helen Cohen Broude, Sarah‘s eldest daughter. Sarah, born August 1,

1894 in Elgin, married Louis Cohen in 1912 or 1913. According to the 1930 census, Sarah
and her husband lived at 600 Washington Boulevard in Oak Park, Illinois with their
children, Helen Elaine age 16, Berwin age 14, Russel age 12, Marvin age 11, Jethro age 7
and Doev age 1. Louis B. Cohen was born in Kellen, Russia of Russian parents. His
native language was Yiddish. A naturalized citizen, he worked as a clothing merchant.
According to census data, he would have been born in 1884; however, a death record
gives his birthdate as July 30, 1862, and indicates that he died August 1, 1932 at age 70.
He is buried in Forest Park, Illinois in Charity Cemetery. After her father’s death in
1939, Sarah, a widow, and her children moved into 278 Douglas in 1940. Members of
the Goldman family continued to occupy the house until 1977.
The Goldmans were among the early Jewish residents of Elgin. One of the festivals
celebrated by Jews is Sukkot, one of three annual pilgrimage festivals. In Exodus, it is
described as “Feast of the Ingathering at the year’s end”, a harvest festival comparable to
our Thanksgiving. The Book of Levitcus construes this as a commemoration of the
Exodus. Sukkah is the name of the temporary dwelling occupied by farmers during the
harvest. During the holiday, Jews eat, and sometimes sleep, in the sukkah.
The sukkah located at the rear of 278 Douglas is unusual in that it is not a temporary
structure, but a permanent building designed or adapted for use as a sukkah.
Goldman descendants visited Elgin in 2007 to see the house and sukkah. In 2018,
Cohen and Goldman descendants also visited the site.
The following is excepted from jewishvirtuallibrary.org
SUKKAH (Heb. הכֻס. ), booth erected for the festival of *Sukkot, in accordance with the biblical
commandment "Ye shall dwell in booths seven days" (Lev. 23:42). The reason for the
commandment given in the Bible is "that your generations may know that I made the children
of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt" (Lev. 23:43). Since
the Israelites in the desert dwelt in tents and not in booths, the Talmud records a dispute between
R. Eliezer and R. Akiva on whether the sukkot in Leviticus 23:43 were actual or metaphorical
booths, the latter referring to the protective "clouds of glory" (Suk. 11b) which accompanied the
Israelites throughout their 40-year sojourn. Details of the sukkah'sconstruction are discussed in
the talmudic tractate *Sukkah. According to *Bet Shammai (whose ruling is here accepted,
Maim. Yad, Shofar, Sukkah ve-Lulav, 6:8), the sukkah must be large enough to contain a man's
head, most of his body, and his table (Suk. 2:7), an area defined as seven handbreadths square
(Sh. Ar., OḤ 634:1; Yad, loc. cit. 4:1; for a conical or circular shaped sukkah, see Suk. 8a). The
height of the structure must not be less than ten handbreadths, nor more than 20 cubits (Suk. 1:1;
see also *Weights and Measures). The most important section in the construction of the sukkah is
the roof made of covering known as sekhakh. The sekhakh must be cut from that which grew in
the soil and which is not susceptible to ritual impurity (Suk. 1:4; 9b; Rashi, ad loc.; Yad, loc. cit.
5:1). An overhanging tree, for example, is invalid as sekhakh (Suk. 1:2). The sekhakh must be so
arranged that the shaded area within the sukkah will exceed the unshaded (Suk. 9b–10a; Sh.
Ar., OḤ 626:1). Any material may be used in the construction of the walls (Suk. 1:5), at least two
of which must be complete, while the third may be partial (Suk. 6b; Yad, loc. cit. 4:2; Sh.
Ar., OḤ 630:2). It is particularly meritorious to begin construction of the sukkah at the conclusion
of the *Day of Atonement (Isserles to Sh. Ar., OḤ 625:1). Despite the opinions quoted in
the Jerusalem Talmud (Ber. 9:4, 14a, and see also Rashi to Mak. 8a), no benediction is said on

the construction of the sukkah because the biblical commandment is fulfilled by "dwelling" in it
and not in its construction (Sh. Ar., OḤ 641:1).
"Throughout the seven days ('and nights,' Suk. 43a) of the festival, the sukkah must be regarded
as one's principal abode, and the house merely a temporary residence" (Suk. 2:9). Thus, it is
forbidden to eat any major repast or to sleep outside the sukkah (Suk. 26a; Yad, loc. cit. 6:6; Sh.
Ar., OḤ 639:2), and it is obligatory to eat in the sukkah on the first night of the festival (Suk. 2:6;
Yad, loc. cit. 6:7; Sh. Ar., OḤ 639:3). These laws do not apply to women, slaves, and infants
(Suk. 2:8; Yad, loc. cit. 6:1; Sh. Ar., OḤ 640:1); and if rain is likely to spoil one's food, it is
permitted to transfer the meal to the house (Suk. 2:9; Yad, loc. cit. 6:10; Sh. Ar., OḤ 639:5). Each
time one eats in the sukkah the blessing "to dwell in the sukkah" (Suk. 46a) is recited, usually
after the blessing over bread (Sh. Ar., OḤ 643:3). On the first night of the festival these blessings
are made before the She-Heḥeyanu *benediction, since the latter can thereby be made to apply
both to the observance of the festival and to the first performance of the duty to dwell in
the sukkah (Suk. 56a; Yad, loc. cit. 6: 12, Sh. Ar., OḤ 643:1). However, in the Diaspora, the
order of the benedictions is reversed on the second day of the festival (ibid. 661). It is customary
to decorate the sukkah with fruit (which may not be eaten during the festival, Suk. 10a–b), and
with the symbols of Sukkot, and to recite special welcomes to the seven "guests of the festival"
(the *Ushpizin), Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron, and David, on each day of Sukkot (see
Zohar, Lev. 103b). According to the Midrash (Gen. R. 48:10), the Children of Israel were
divinely protected in the wilderness by the shelter of the Tabernacles solely because the Patriarch
Abraham had given shelter to three strangers beneath the tree on his property (Gen. 18:2–5). It is
also customary to construct a sukkah at the synagogue(see Oẓar ha-Ge'onim, (1934), 33 nos. 51–
53), where a token meal (usually a *Kiddush), is held after the holiday services. In present-day
Israel the Samaritans erect the sukkah inside their houses, while Jews construct sukkot on the
sidewalks, roofs, and balconies of their houses reminiscent of what is described in Nehemiah:
"So the people went forth… and made themselves booths, every one upon the roof of his house,
and in their courts, and in the courts of the house of God…" (8:16–18).
*Philo suggested that the sukkah was built to show misfortune at a time of good fortune and to
remind the rich of the poor (Spec. Leg. 2:208–9) and Maimonides similarly interprets the lesson
of the Tabernacle (Guide 3, 43). There are modern scholars who see the origin of the custom in a
reinterpretation of some ancient agricultural rite but the nature of this is disputed.
BIBLIOGRAPHY:
S.J. Zevin, Ha-Mo'adim ba-Halakhah (196310), 90–103; E. Munk, The World of Prayer, 2
(1963), 272–4; H. Schauss, Guide to Jewish Holy Days (19664), 200–3.

The ancient measure of length, the cubit, was defined as the length of a forearm,
considered today to be about 18 inches. A handbreadth was the width of a hand, about
four inches.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Italianate Style house at 278 Douglas was built in 1872 by Amelia Hoagland. For
details, please refer to the plaque application for 278 Douglas. The house currently
contains three rental units.
Accessory structures
The 1897 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map indicates two wood-clad 2-story outbuildings on
the rear of the lot. These are also on the 1903 map. They are missing on the 1913 map,
replaced by a 1.5 story wood-clad structure, perhaps the $600 “barn” built by L. N.
Seaman in 1903, which is still visible on the 1950 revised map.
Attached to the northwest corner of the rear porch stands a 12’4” x 12’4” structure
enclosing a single room. This structure does not appear on any Sanborn Fire Insurance
maps. The rear porch appears unchanged from the 1897-1950 Sanborn maps.
The small addition is currently used as a storage shed. During the 2017-18 restoration of
the house after it was purchased by Grant Born, he and the contractor became curious
about the shed. Conversations with long-time renters indicated that the structure might
have some religious significance. This information, and some curious construction
features of the building, indicated that it might be historically significant, and research
was initiated.
Thanks to Elgin’s Historical Preservation Ordinance, and to Preservation Planner
Christen Sundquist, investigation was carried out. Contractor Scott Savel took the lead
in ferreting out information about this small building. Contributors to the everincreasing fund of knowledge include long-time tenants of 278 Douglas, Richard
Renner, Congregation Knesseth Israel of Elgin, and numerous members of the Goldman
and Cohen families.
A great-grandson of Harris Goldman, Elliot Cohen, confirmed that the building was
indeed used as a sukkah during the week-long Jewish festival of Sukkot, literally “feast
of Booths”, often translated from the Hebrew as “feast of the Tabernacles, which is held
in the fall. He remembers eating in the sukkah when his grandmother, Sarah Cohen,
lived at 278 Douglas.
Architectural details of the Sukkah
Based on materials and construction technology, the sukkah appears to have been built
between 1912 and 1930, with an estimated date of c.1920. The exterior is clapboard with
a 4.5-inch exposure and corner-boards. It is framed with round nails; no square nails
are in evidence. The wall height of nine feet is also typical of the 1920 era. Older
hardware of a style more often seen in the 1870s is seen on the windows. This most
likely came from Harris’s salvage business.
The gabled roof is hinged along the north and south eave lines so that the roof sections
that are not under the porch roof may be raised up to create an opening in the roof. Four
approximately four-foot long iron hooks attached to the joists fit into iron eyes on the

roof to hold it open. Suspended under the gabled roof is a wooden lattice structure, with
a few shreds of material that appears to be burlap hanging from the lattice.
The building meets the Talmudic requirements for a sukkah:
-At least two of the walls are complete. Here, all four walls are complete.
-The height must be at least 10 handbreadths (40 inches) but not more than 30 cubits
(30 feet). Here, the height of the walls is nine feet.
-There must be more shaded area inside that unshaded area. Here, the entire roof
opening was designed to be shaded by a lattice of wood apparently screened by burlap
fabric
-The roof must be of natural materials. Here, burlap is a plant fiber.
In most cases, the sukkah is a temporary structure, created anew each year for Sukkot.
This sukkah is unusual in that it is a permanent building.
luxurysukkahs.com markets four sukkah designs.
esrogheadquarters.com offers several prefabricated sukkah kits with prices ranging
from $149.00 to $2129.00.
Alterations
No city of Elgin permits pertaining to the sukkah are on file.
The previously moveable sections of the roof were permanently fastened down, and the
roof was sheathed with new plywood.

Images

Sukkah NE elevation and entrance

Sukkah SW elevation

View of sukkah and rear of house

Hinges along eave line

Wooden ceiling lattice and iron hooks

2019 MEETING SCHEDULE
Elgin Heritage Commission
&
Design Review Subcommittee
The Elgin Heritage Commission holds its Regular Meetings on the 1st Tuesday of each month
at 7:00 p.m., City Council Chambers, second floor, North Tower of the Elgin Municipal Building.
The Design Review Subcommittee are held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday’s of every month
at 6:00 p.m., City Council Chambers, second floor, North Tower of the Elgin Municipal Building.

First Tuesday
Heritage Commission
Regular Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Second Tuesday
Design Review
Subcommittee
6:00 p.m.

Fourth Tuesday
Design Review
Subcommittee
6:00 p.m.

January 8**
February 5
March 5
April 2
No meeting *
June 4
No meeting****
August 6
September 3
October 1
November 5
No meeting *

No Meeting**
February 12
March 12
April 9
May 14
June 12
July 9
August 13
September 10
October 8
November 12
December 10

January 22 **
No Meeting **
March 26
April 23
May 28
June 26
July 23
August 27
September 24
October 22
November 26
No meeting **

* Heritage Commission meetings will not be held in May and December; due to special events.
**Due to New Year’s Day landing on the first Tuesday of the month, Heritage Commission will
meet on the 2nd Tuesday in January with the Design Review Subcommittee meeting on the 4th
Tuesday.
**** Due to the first Tuesday meeting in July being near a holiday, the July Heritage Commission
meeting will not be held unless multiple agenda items are brought forth for review. The Heritage
Commission will approve to hold a meeting in July and determine a meeting date at their regular
scheduled meeting in June.
** Design Review Subcommittee will not meet on the 2nd Tuesday in January, or the 4th
Tuesday in February or December unless multiple agenda items are brought forth for review.
Each meeting is subject to change of location. The agenda will reflect the location for the current meeting.

Note: COA applications and supporting information for Design Review Subcommittee meetings need to
be submitted at least ten days prior to the meeting.

Contact Person:

Christen Sundquist
Historic Preservation Planner
(847) 931-6004

